THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR

THE Erfurt Program of Social Democracy demands in Point 3: Edu-
cation for universal military service. A VolKs Army instead of the
standing army.

Unfortunately, all practical work towards this aim is at present
rendered impossible. For the Peace Treaty of 1919 not only pre-
scribes the strength of the German Army, but also expressly demands
that the Army should be formed on a mercenary system reminiscent
of the Middle Ages. . . .

Handbuck fur sozialdemokratische  Wahler, ed.
Forwarts, Berlin, 1920, p. 85.

Draft for a Composition on the Advantages of War

I.     For the Nation:

1.  War is the antidote for the weeds of peace, during which

rationalism supersedes idealism and puts everything to sleep.

2.   Patriotism is awakened and a sacred enthusiasm for the Father-

land is enkindled.

3.  The victorious nation obtains the position of power, the prestige

and influence due to it; the honour of the vanquished nation
is not affected at all if it has defended itself heroically.

4.  The peoples learn to know each other better and to respect

each other.    There is an exchange of ideas, of opinions, of
points of view.

5.  Trade finds new avenues, often favourable ones.

6.   It gives art, and particularly poetry and painting, excellent subj ects.

II.    For the citizens:

1.  War gives them an opportunity to develop their talents; without

war the world would have fewer great men.

2.   It enables many virtues to assert themselves.

3.  Religious sentiment revives both in the victor and the van-

quished.

4.   Many active people are afforded an opportunity to make great

fortunes.

5.   It is sweet to die for the Fatherland.    The enemy's dead live

in the memory of the victor.

Der deutscke Aufsatz in den Hochsckulen
(Manual for teachers), by K. Dorenwall
and Prof. Dr. A. Vogeler, Chief Educa-
tional Counsellor, Vol. iii, 6th edn., 1927,
lesson no. 158, p. 362.